PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

IN preparing a new edition of these Essays I have added
considerably to the original text, and introduced a new
Essay on the important subject of the Exemption of
Private Property from Capture at Sea in Time of War.
Holding as I do that the complete freedom of peaceful
merchandise from hostile operations is not only desirable
in itself, but absolutely essential to the safety of our vast
commerce, and even to the continued existence of our
Empire if we should be involved in war with a strong
maritime power, I have endeavoured as a matter of
patriotic duty to give expression to what appear to me
the overwhelming arguments in favour of this view.
Justly proud of its splendid navy, the British public rests
in false security, expecting that its trade will flourish in
a future war with as little molestation as it experienced
during the struggle against Napoleon and his Continental
Allies. It forgets that though there has been no falling
off in the bravery and skill of its seamen and no deterior-
ation in the quality of its ships, the conditions of inter-
national trade, the circumstances of warfare, and the
rules. which govern maritime capture have all been
revolutionized since the beginning of the century. I